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Have you 
celebrated SEA 
SUNDAY?
Mission to Seafarers 
(Anglican) celebrates 
SEA SUNDAY each 
July, providing materials 
for children and adults to get excited about 
maritime ministries around the world!

My congregation (Our Saviour’s Lutheran, 
Oxnard, CA) has been celebrating SEA 
SUNDAY for several years now, and we try 
to schedule it close to National Maritime 
Day, May 22nd. Sunday May 18 Bethel 
Flags were suspended in the nave; small 
replicas of signal flag letters formed name 
tags, and large flag letters spelled “Jesus, 
Savior, Pilot Me.”

Captain Ray Fosse spoke about his 
seafaring career, and how it affected his 
family. He also directed the choir in “Let 
the Lower Lights be Burning.” In addition 

to copies of WaterWords and brochures 
from the International Mariners Center 
(IMC) at the Port of Hueneme, there was 
cargo - a donation of bananas from Del 
Monte Fresh!

A special offering recognized that the IMC’s 
current funding situation is precarious!

Is there a port whose ministry you 
would like to support? LAMM is now 
headquartered in Savannah, where Maritime 
Bethel at Savannah is being developed. 
You are welcome to visit and/or otherwise 
support Maritime Bethel at Savannah, 41 
Main Street, Garden City, Savannah, GA 
31408 - or your closest of 27 LAMM port 
ministries.

Chaplain Andy Krey, LAMM’s Executive 
Director has a voice mail reminder to callers 
that says “God loves you!” And God can 
love seafarers through each of us!

Janet Swanson
Port Hueneme, California

President’s Message- July, 2008

Chaplain Andrew Krey,

I am honored to welcome the Lutheran 
Advocates for Maritime Mission into the 
City of Garden City. I hope that you will 
look upon Garden City as your adopted 
hometown as I do. Garden City has the 
unique advantage of being located near 
a metropolitan area while retaining a 
small-town feel and a strong sense of 
family and community.

As home to the Port of Savannah’s 
Garden City Terminal which is the largest 
single terminal facility in America, I feel 
there is no better place for the Maritime 
Bethel’s seafarer hospitality facility. The 
Maritime Ministry is an important one 
and the City wants to ensure its success. 
We are dedicated to providing efficient 
quality service by working in partnership 
with others to enhance the quality of 
life and to create a healthy, vibrant 
community in which to live, work and 
visit. As such, we stand ready to provide 
any services necessary to facilitate 
LAMM’s transition to the area and trust 
you will enjoy all that awaits you here in 
our fine City.

On behalf of the Mayor, City Council and 
Citizens of Garden City, I offer a warm 
welcome, a helping hand and lasting 
friendship to the seafarers from around the 
world who enter our City through the Port.

Respectfully,

Brain L. Johnson- City Administrator
Garden City, Georgia A Worldwide Symbol of Pastoral Care 

for Seafarers and Fishers
Since 1817

Newest LAMM Related 
Mission Observes 
International Sea Sunday
The UK based International Sailors Society 
annually designates the second Sunday in 
July as International Sea Sunday.  On 13 July 
2008 the Maritime Bethel at Savannah [MBS] 
observed this special day for seafarers and 
the maritime industry by dedicating the soon 
to be completed Seafarers Communications 
Room and eventual world headquarters of the 
Holistic Health at Sea program.

Volunteers and staff of the MBS ‘dressed 
ship’ for the occasion by flying the 191 year 
old Bethel Flag from the eaves of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran’s Parish Hall.  The 
signature Bethel’s van driven that Sunday by 
mission volunteer Chip Lingle transported 
crews from the M/V VIRGINIA BRIDGE and 
the M/V ZIM VIRGINIA [It was ‘Virginia day’ 
at the Georgia Ports Authority Garden City 
Container Port.] C/O Ferdinand of the M/V 
VIRGINIA BRIDGE thanked the audience for 
the important “far away from home” services 
the congregation was providing for his crew 
and for their 
welcome 
concern for his 
crew’s spiritual 
well being.

The Bethel’s Sprinter van transports an average of 266
seafarers each week from ships in port to Good 
Shepherd’s Bethel. Provided by Good Shepherd in 
October 2007, the 10 pax van traveled over 29,000 
miles by press time in July 2008.

Last year LAMM moved from Charlestown Beach, RI to the Port of Savannah, Georgia, USA 
returning to the Port where LAMM was founded in September 1981.

LAMM’s Mail Bag



More Letters in LAMM’s Mail Bag
Chaplain Krey –                 

You wondered why in Nebraska anyone 
would give support to LAMM.

Never knew about it until near the holidays 
our Nebraska Lutheran ELCA newsletter 
mentioned your organization. We’ve 
always had a soft spot in our hearts for 
the Maritime as my Dad came to the USA 
as a 16 year old. He shipped out on cargo 
vessels to the Caribbean & South America, 
eventually becoming a machinist on board.

Later he followed my mothers family 
to Omaha & became a Union Pacific 
Machinist. Always loved the oceans 
though & guess I do too. I gave my copy of 
WaterWords to the seaman who led worship 
on Princess Cruise ship. Good Idea.

Even my sister joined the WAVES in WWII.

Evelyn Kletko

Dear Andy,

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ who is the same yesterday, today and 
forever.

I wanted you to know that our visit to MT Arcadia has grown from four souls to seven. 
Edgar Legaspi, designated ministering seafarer, took his new job very seriously. He has 
Bible Study every Wednesday and has been very faithful. I saw him again the first week 
of Feb. He reported that he has seven people now at his shipboad Bible Study. We talked a 
great deal regarding the ministry he has on the ship. He believes that this Bible Study helps 
him spiritually. He is still waiting for literature of any kind to help him with his witness.

I cannot express to you the joy I saw in the faces of the crew when they saw me visiting 
them again. Remember Bong Novera, the 2nd officer? He was one of them who welcomed 
me. He told me that he couldn’t attend the study since Wednesday is workday for him. But 
do you think the Holy Spirit is working? I did not ask him about the Bible Study.

Andy, you did tell me that you will send books or pamphlets to help new ministering 
seafarers. Can you send Edgar what you can? His ship comes in every month. I would like 
to have some for me. I have 3 other ministering seafarers waiting for literature.

You also mentioned that there is an organization where seafarers can be members. I have 
a list of those that want to be members. Let me know when you will come back this way. I 
will be glad to ship  visit with you again. I have learned so much from you.

May you find the love of God always. Pray for me as I will pray for you.

Yours in Christ Jesus,
Crispina Sipalay

The Way of the Sea is one of its kind. Until 
New Year 2008, there has never before 
existed any comprehensive presentation of 
the subject depicted by the sub-title of this 
new book: The Changing Shape of Mission in 
the Seafaring World. Authored by Dr. Roald 
Kverndal, it comes as a natural sequel to 
his groundbreaking 1986 history: Seamen’s 
Missions: Their Origin and Early Growth. 

This new 456-page volume widens the 
theme to embrace three approaches—an 
updated history, a theoretical survey and 
practical perspectives by contributing experts. 
Characterized by reviewers as a “must have” 
in both maritime ministry and maritime 
industry, it is also a work of potential interest 
for people in churches and all walks of life. 

Published by William Carey Library (WCL) of 
Pasadena, California, it may be ordered for US 
$19.99 plus $4.85 shipping by writing LAMM, 
P.O. BOX 884, Garden City, GA 31326. Please 
make checks payable to LAMM.

We believe that 98 year old Pearl Ginther 
of Puyallup, WA is LAMM’s oldest 
balaclava knitter.  Her card to LAMM 
read: “Sometimes God brings special 
projects into our lives and gives them a 
home in our hearts.”

Could I trade this head gear for a balaclava?  
Please knit one for me and my ship mates. 

Photo by Chaplain John Van Hemert
West Palm Beach, FL

The pattern for knitting a balaclava (some just call it a helmet) is available by 
contacting LAMM.  Even though  it might be hot and humid where you live, seafarers 
travel to the other hemisphere where it is cold.  Also, no matter the season, its often cold and windy
during the night watches at sea. LAMM has requests for 2,600 balaclavas this Christmas.

A Lutheran Seminary has established a Maritime Ministry 
Intern / Vicar Fund!

“Do Justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.”  Micah 6:8

The 2007 edition 
of WaterWords can 
be ordered through 
Augsburg Fortress 
Publishers. The ISBN 
is 978-0-8066-9214-2 
and the cost is $15.99. 
This wonderful 
resource is available 
by calling 800-328-
4648 or visiting 
www.augsburgfortress.org. Multiple copies are 
available by writing LAMM.

Press  Releases

Did you know...



Participants of Seafarers Welfare Visitor Course - 
Panama Canal Zone
Left to right, front row: Samuel Fonseca Torres (AOS, RC Priest from Santos, Brazil), Adman Sekyi-
Appiah (2/E Ghana, Africa), Ms Gisela Vargas (Interpreter English / Spanish, Panama), Miguel 
DeToro (RC Deacon, Filipino/Portugese, Stockton CA), Michael Ho (Deacon, Hong Kong and 
Toronto), Kent Williams (Import/Export Executive, Portland, OR). Back row: Reginald Seymour 
(Customes/Border Patrol Officer, New Orleans, LA), Chaplain Andy Krey (LAMM Ex. Dir. Savannah, GA) 
Damian Crowley (2/0, MNWB, Liverpool, UK), Osvaldo Anguls (Tug Engineer, Balboa, Panama). Not shown in picture: Faustin 
Maba, Esq. (Worldwide Support for Seafarers, UK), John Borden (RC Deacon, Panama), and Rodolfo Aparicia (5th year cadet at 
the Panama Maritime Academy).

“Tell the whole world to sing a new song to the Lord. Tell those who sail the ocean and those who live far away to join in the praise.”  Isaiah 42:10

Fostering Human 
Dignity with 
Multicultural 
Sensitivity
As LAMM trained deck plate 
volunteers know, our maritime 
mission is focused upon a concept 
often expressed with the motto: 
“Ships Carry More Than Cargo.”  We 
are, of course, referring to the men 
and women who sail the mammoth 
vessels. Without these hard working 
professionals who sacrifice a ‘normal’ home 
life for four to eleven months at a time, our 
ports would not be the economic engines 
that they are for the nations.

One of the simple but important ways to 
increase the dignity of the professional 
seafarer is to use his/her name.  After 
taking this photo, Chaplain Krey took out 
his ever ready note pad to get the names 
of the seafarers left to right. When asking 
the Taiwanese bosun (center) his name, he 
looked embarrassed.  I asked the C/E (right) 
who said he knew the bosun for some ten 
years, but he also did ‘not know the bosun’s 

name.’  What they meant was that no one 
knew how to translate his name into English 
so that I could write it on my note pad.

You can not imagine the look of relief, joy, 
and acceptance on the face of 
when I said: “Then write your name for 
me.” This was a ‘goose flesh’ moment 
for a deck plate visitor.  Another human 
being was totally accepted for whom he 
was rather than having to identify himself 
through English / Western channels. By 
the way, these deck plate experiences 
help make maritime ministry the most 
multicultural ministry of the Church.

Left to Right; Min Min Zaw A/B (Mynmar),  
Bosun (Taiwan), Liou Ru-Lin C/E (Taiwan)

Christmas in August? 
It’s not too early to alert your 
congregation’s Mission groups to 
the maritime ministry projects for 
Christmas.

Maritime missions are preparing 
to give a Christmas gift to tens of 
thousands of seafarers far from home 
this Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 
(Orthodox Christmas) seasons. Equal 
to the emotional gift of a Christmas 
worship with carols and the Christmas 
Story, seafarers welcome the gift 
of a free International calling card. 
Why not send a few to LAMM for 
us to distribute during the Christmas 
season? This is a wonderful project for 
congregational men’s, women’s, youth,  
and mission’s groups.

If you send a check with “phone card” 
written on the memo line, LAMM will 
purchase an international calling card 
appropriate for the seafarer’s native 
country.

Please make a note of LAMM’s 
address.

LAMM
Port of Savannah
P.O. Box 884
Rincon, GA 31326 USA

Important Notice to all 
Thrivent policy holders
When sending a donation check to LAMM, 
write the last four numbers of your Social 
Security number on the memo line.   
Thrivent credits Lutheran charities with 
supplemental funds for donations from their 
members.  Sharing the last four digits of 
your SS # is the method Thrivent uses for 
your unique secure id.

LAMM Calendar
Remember that dates on the calendar are closer than they appear.

19-21	 August 08	 North American Maritime Ministry Conference; Boston, Mass
20	 August 08	 1400 - 1600 Hours, LAMM Gathering: “Ships Carry More Than Cargo”
		  First Lutheran Church, Berkeley at Marlboro Streets; Boston, Mass
28	 September	 LAMM’s 27th Anniversary
01-03	 October	 “Living Well” Wheat Ridge Symposium; Milwaukee, WI
28-29	 October	 ICMA General Annual Meeting; Hong Kong
03	 December	 LAMM Board of Directors Mtg; Chicago
04	 December	 Annual E.L.C.A. Maritime Ministry Consultation; Chicago
15	 December 08 - 07	 January 09          “Christmas at Sea” gift distribution to seafarers
23	 March 09	 192nd Anniversary of the Bethel Flag
24-26	 April 09	 LAMM Board of Directors Mtg: Seattle

Mariners’ Prayer Concern
Especially during the hurricane season, when you hear of severe weather coming your way, 
don’t pray the the storm goes out to sea.



LAMM Board attends Launching of the Maritime Bethel at Savannah 19 February 2008
Forty well wishers gathered in the Plimsol Room of the Savannah Hyatt Regency on Tuesday 19 February surrounded by the maritime riverside ambiance to 
launch the Maritime Bethel at Savannah.  The Georgia Ports Authority even contributed by allowing a ship named M/V FAITH to sail upstream during lunch.  

Jim Simms, Oakland CA and Prs. Clint 
Padgitt, NYC & Gary Christensen, Atlanta

representing the MBS’s major funder: 
EOCM/ELCA of Chicago

Kathleen Collins, The Honorable Andy 
Quinney, Mayor of Garden City,

and Brian Johnson (see letter p.1)

Frank Hill, Pr. Shelley Nelson-Bridger, 
Tommy Allen and Pr. Seth Bridger

Steve Laine of Boca Raton, Fl, Pr. Dave 
Rasmussen, and City of Savannah electrical 

Inspector David Kersey

Pat Fletcher and Mary Dixon of Zim 
American Integrated Shipping Services

Robert Cole Sr. Vice President Savannah 
Bank; Treasurer of Savannah Propeller Club

Dr. Kathleen &Pr. Hurty Oakland, CA 
& Ramona Bartos Esq. MBS Payroll 

Treasurer

Faith & Pr. Dan Carlson & June Olson 
Charlestown Beach, RI

Chris Desa, President Savannah Propeller 
Club & Chaplain Mar Valencia

Architect Forest Lott

Prs. Ellie Russey, Bill Roen & Darrel Schoen 
Bellingham, WA. Greg Willingham of Zim 
Zhipping & Larry Schultz of Griffen, GA

Would you Believe Tailgate Holy Communion?
Bringing the Gospel to the people.
Maritime mission serves in a workplace environment and the turn around time especially for 
container ships in port is eight to eighteen hours. That does not mean that crew members are free 
while their ship is tied up along the quay. Watches still need to be stood and some of the endless 
maintenance chores can only be accomplished while in port. While sociologists claim that as a group 
seafarers are “the most religious group mostly because of their occupation’s danger” time to mesh with typical 
Sunday morning  and evening Worship schedules is difficult. This portable mobile altar, designed by Savannah 
architect Forest Lott is part of the stern of the Bethel’s Sprinter van pictured on p.1. Barbara Long of Garden 
City, GA is sewing the paraments to size for the mobile altar. The home made blue fabric serves as a reredos.

The Lutheran Advocates for Maritime Mission 
[LAMM] is a 501(c)(3) pan Lutheran charity 

incorporated in the State of Georgia,USA. Founded 
in Savannah 28 September 1981, LAMM enlists 

and empowers God’s loving, caring people to 
implement Christ’s Great Commission and Great 

Commandment within the maritime world. All 
donations are tax deductible. 

Chaplain Andrew E.V. Krey, Executive Director
Ms Janet Swanson, President, Port Hueneme, CA
The Rev. Clint Padgitt, Secretary, New York City

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 884, Rincon, GA 31326
Physical Address
41 Main Street, (Garden City) Savannah, GA 31408
Phone: 912-826-0206  Fax: 912-826-0026

NAMEPA Executive Director 
visiting with a Fisher in San Juan
Fisher Brian Turk (left) an AB aboard the F/V EAGLE EYE 
II home ported in Fairhaven, MA is pictured with Carleen 
Lyden-Kluss, Executive Director of the North American 
Marine Environment Protection Association (NAMEPA). LAMM is a member 
of NAMEPA which in part confirms that the protection of the global environment requires the highest 
moral commitment that must take precedence over, but is compatible with trade, commerce, and 
development.
Ms Lyden-Kluss was in San Juan to participate in the North American Maritime Ministry 
Association’s annual Board of Director’s meeting. 




